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February 27, 1991

To: The President and Members of the Association of Canadian Fire Marshals and Fir mmissioner

This 1989 Annual Report of Fire Losses in Canada is the sixty-eighth edition to be published. As in the past years, it is compiled from information
supplied by the Association of Canadian Fire Marshals and Fire Commissioners (ACFM & FC) and Statistics Canada. The report is made available
to the public by distribution through provincial and territorial fire marshals and fire commissioners. Copies are also forwarded to various public
and government libraries and in response to specific requests.

For 1989, the numbers of fire deaths and injuries are continuing their downward trend, but dollar losses are higher than those of the previous year.
The section following, entitled "The Record," elaborates further on the 1989 losses.

I would like to thank the members of the ACFM & FC and Statistics Canada for their cooperation in providing the necessary data for this report.
Yours truly,
T.J. Dunfield

Fire Commissioner of Canada
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THE RECORD

In 1989, the fire death total of 500 was nearly the same as the 498 recorded in 1988. As was reported last year, the fire death total is in keeping
with the general downward trend started in 1981.

The total number of fire injuries reported in 1989, 3 763 is an increase of 4% from that recorded in 1988.
The number of reported fires, 67 182, is a decrease of 5% from 1988.
The property loss figures of $1 119 579 909 represents an increase of approximately 11% from the 1988 dollar figure.

The "Residential" property classification continues to account for the largest number of fires. In 1989, there were 30 156 fires in this category,
45% of the Canadian total. These incidents resulted in 425 deaths or approximately 85% of the nation’s fire fatalities. The monetary loss
amounted to $454 million, which is 41% of the total loss.

The property classification showing the second largest number of fires is "Special Properties,” where 24 496 were reported, accounting for
approximately 36% of the overall Canadian total. Vehicle fires accounted for 19 536 incidents or 80% of all fires within this property
classification, amounting to a dollar loss of $94 million. The total dollar loss for the "Special Properties" classification is approximately $114
million or 10% of the total.

In the category "Source of Ignition" the following three groups (exclusive of miscellaneous and undetermined) lead the list of number of reported
fires and property dollar loss: "Smoker’s Material and Open Flame" with 12 879 and a dollar loss of $181 million, "Cooking Equipment” with
8 855 incidents and a loss of $68 million, and "Electrical Distribution Equipment" with 7 239 incidents and a loss of $136 million.

The number of "Electrical Distribution Equipment" incidents remained relatively unchanged in 1989, whereas the associated dollar loss increased
from $112 million to $136 million, which is a substantial increase of 21% from the previous year.

Table 7 provides a review of the fire data identified under the heading of "Act or Omission." As in the past, the category of "Mechanical,
Electrical Failure and Malfunction" had the greatest number of recorded fires, that being 17 468, a decrease of 1%. The 1989 dollar loss of $216
million for this category is an increase of 11% from the previous year. "Arson or Other Set Fires" accounted for 8 843 incidents, an approximate
10% decrease from last year. However, the 1989 dollar loss of $188 million from "Arson and Other Set Fires" was increase of 7% from the 1988
figure of $176 million. Although for the past two years we have seen a slight decrease in the number of fires recorded as "Arson or Other Set
Fires," it is quite disturbing to note an increase of approximately 19% in the dollar loss in the same reporting period.



In summary, from the latest information compiled, the total number of fire deaths remained relatively unchanged from that recorded in 1988,
the total number of fires decreased 5% from the previous year, and the dollar loss increased 11%. Typically the category of "Residential
Properties" remains an area of utmost concern, accounting for 85% of the total number of fire deaths, 45% of the total number of fires, and 41%
of the total dollar loss. The large number of electrical incidents and the associated dollar loss, as well as the number of "Arson or Other Set
Fires" and the associated dollar loss, are two other areas of major concern within the Fire Services. A continued fire protection effort by all
authorities as well as the public is most imperative in order to reduce the loss of lives, number of fires and property damage.



SECTION I
SUMMARY 1980-1989

TABLE 1 - CANADA FIRE LOSSES AND FIRE DEATHS

Number Per Fire

of Loss Capita Fire Death

Year Population Fires $ $ Deaths Rate*
1980 24 088 500 85 530 978 986 708 40.64 833 3.46
1981 24 213 000 79 263 905 422 511 3739 694 2.87
1982 24 658 500 76 199 998 888 902 40.51 675 2.74
1983 24 889 000 70 953 815 967 016 32.78 539 2.17
1984 25 145 000 70 730 929 479 253 36.96 598 238
1985 25380 000 70 061 925 955 586 36.48 550 217
1986 25354018 67 884 973 458 302 3839 553 2.18
1987 25625200 67 168 956 207 142 3732 516 2.01
1988 25949 700 70 624 1004 932 771 38.73 498 1.92
1989 26223 920 67 182 1119 579 909 42.69 500 191
TEN-YEAR AVERAGE 72 559 960 887 810 38.19 596 238

* Fire death rate - number of fire deaths per 100 000 population per annum
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